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State Championships 
Frequently asked questions 

What is changing about the 2026 State Championships? 
Some regional finals will be replaced by combined online events. The State Finals remain 
unchanged and will be played online as planned. 

Which finals remain face-to-face? 
Metro Sydney, Central Coast, Mid North Coast, Hunter, Tablelands–Illawarra and Mountains. 
Mountains will hold a pairs session and a teams session on one day. 

Which regions will play in the combined online events? 
Central Inland, Northern Rivers, South-West NSW, Western NSW; South Coast. The online 
program includes both pairs and teams. Online pairs: Saturday 26 September, 10am; online 
teams: Sunday, 27 September, 10am.  

How do I find my region? 
Look up your club in the published regional list. If you have more than one membership or cannot 
find your club, ask the tournament organiser which entry is available to you. 
Find your club’s region (PDF) 

Who can enter the combined online finals? 
All players must be members of an NSW club, which need not be their home club. At least one 
member of each pair or team must belong to a club in a participating online region. 

Can interstate players enter now? 
Yes, all Australian players are eligible to participate as long as they are members of an affiliated 
NSW club. 

Do I need to have played in a Club Selection Event? 
No. Eligible players can enter the regional/metro stage directly. Club Selection Events have 
finished, and direct entries for the regional and metro finals close Monday ,14 September. 
 
What happens to my existing entry and payment? 
If your final remains face-to-face, your entry and payment remain unchanged. If your region joins 
the combined online events, your entry will transfer and the tournament organiser will contact you. 
Please contact Dave Havyatt if you have questions or have not received your update. 

What if I do not want to play online? 
We understand that online play will not suit everyone. Please contact Dave Havyatt to discuss your 
existing booking and the options available to you. 

How much does it cost? 
Standard direct fees are: 

• $100 per pair/$200 per team for Open; and 
• $75 per pair/$150 per team for the other categories. 

https://bridgensw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/State-Championship-Regions.pdf
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The equivalent $50/$37.50 per-player team figures assume four players. 
Players who participated in a Club Selection Event may register via their club and will receive a 
50% discount on the above fees. 

Which category should I enter? 
The categories are based on ABF rank, not simply a total masterpoint number. ABF ranks have 
been used to improve the fairness of the competition. The published regulations use ABF rank at 1 
January 2026. All members of a pair or team must qualify for their chosen category; ask Dave 
Havyatt if you are unsure. 
View the ABF rank guide 

Will I play only against my own category? 
The championships retain three categories. Generally, players will play against their own category. 
Where player numbers are small, playing sections may be combined under the event regulations. 

Can I earn red masterpoints and reach the State Finals? 
Yes. Regional events offer double red masterpoints and a qualifying pathway. The State Finals 
also offer double red masterpoints and remain online; there is no general direct entry. 

What help is available with online play? 
Bridge NSW provides a RealBridge guide; contact Dave Havyatt with event-specific questions. 
Read the RealBridge guide 

https://www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/helpranklist.asp
https://bridgensw.com.au/how-to-play-realbridge/

